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Scene Change
Eric Dishman speaking.

Mr. Dishman:
Well, I wanted to share a little bit of exciting news about our recent announcement of our participant center at Scripps developing a partnership with Fitbit to start planning a pilot around how you can pull Fitbit data, de-identify it, and use it for research purposes with our participants. I mean, over time, one of our big challenges is to figure out how do we leverage the devices that many potential participants already have and pull that data in as an important kind of research capability—so not just Fitbit but any wearables and phones and others that people may be interested in. And of course, some people may already have a device, and others won’t, and we’ll need to figure out how to make that fair and equitable and figure out how do we scale that up to a million people over time.

But getting started is key, doing pilots is key, and the diversity of data types are key to this program—not only just electronic health record data and de-identifying that or environmental data but also these kinds of technologies that are increasingly in our everyday lives. It is the mashup of all these data types which is one of the hallmarks of the All of Us Research Program.

So I’m pretty excited to have this partnership, start learning how to pilot these things, and, over time, figure out what we’re going to do to have wearable and in-home technologies that can collect data for a million or more people from all walks of life—huge challenge, and we are definitely up for it.
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