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Scene
Eric Dishman speaking.

Eric Dishman: 
[bookmark: _h8ubhmwj9lh4][bookmark: _rw9g2vyug0jd][bookmark: _fepk377z4rvd][bookmark: _y594fmfbgrox][bookmark: _2hksxi4mf0o2][bookmark: _pm98ksy4womo][bookmark: _47x6a3r1notl][bookmark: _k1bbznq1cuwk][bookmark: _up9ikt9pqzfm][bookmark: _mhbrnju1x40a][bookmark: _ih1s1dru8zpr]We’ve had the great opportunity to learn from some giants in large-cohort research programs, which is kind of what the All of Us Research Program is as well, but I’m hoping that we’re going to give back to that community as well, because we are trying some bold new things that, quite frankly, are kind of unprecedented at the scale and diversity of things we’re aiming for the fences in with this study. 

[bookmark: _m2xa6vakyou3][bookmark: _p500f4pptnln][bookmark: _nc458zblsvlt][bookmark: _9xsgsprz0zjn][bookmark: _5ic83gbh9e77][bookmark: _7cul6cafrxsl][bookmark: _h2g9ah4dtsfg][bookmark: _s0f4goz538rq][bookmark: _p9dbdmlsm8by][bookmark: _bdgd9gxrn8mb][bookmark: _tsceie6v48l8][bookmark: _k7qkxwvvzc55][bookmark: _2vtrc5fx8a3][bookmark: _yji6eud8kzvc][bookmark: _8mcb8n6vi4hb][bookmark: _314oc4wu3vzy][bookmark: _1p1svi6fiozm][bookmark: _8qsc5fo405cl][bookmark: _9zbg8aqfezhi][bookmark: _hu9umxucfoa1][bookmark: _rh4vfja0cdrb][bookmark: _5kzl4ava6aw7][bookmark: _1x4rvcykco4s][bookmark: _hc4iy2ntcc0g]There’s kind of four areas—I mean, people ask me, “How are you kind of unique?” and I said the first is really the diversity of people that we’re trying to bring into this large cohort program. Getting geographic diversity, people from all walks of life all around the country, is fundamental to the science that we want to be able to do, as is people with a mix of health status, so not too many people of one disease versus another, but a real wide range of people, including many people who are healthy, as well as demographics, right? We are focused on underrepresented in biomedical research—those age groups, those people living in rural communities, most races and ethnicities who have been kind of left behind from traditional biomedical research—pulling them in so we have new scientific data and understanding. And learning how to do a diverse cohort like that will be a learning not just for us but all of our partners and future partners that you can imagine. 

[bookmark: _jz7f6r99yyyp][bookmark: _apktxe1a3q7w][bookmark: _xgwc08cis950][bookmark: _yk1pen7jxry][bookmark: _lua7ioau6m5t][bookmark: _mq436h636r71][bookmark: _1bo5b3wph0f][bookmark: _6ac69qds60li][bookmark: _4eynb5r0knuy][bookmark: _bxncjdx2hkb8][bookmark: _f5e3oijub8pk]The second is really participant centeredness, and this has been done on many smaller-scale studies but never at the scale of 1 million people. We are inviting participants to sit on our governance and help decide which direction should we go in—participate in brainstorms about the science and the health conditions that matter to their communities that they want this resource to help facilitate. 

[bookmark: _nmlpi7d29md6][bookmark: _qbjfsk7zlu7h][bookmark: _xin9znyk5cyx][bookmark: _73f28rb9g7su][bookmark: _njg2gte2tvsl][bookmark: _rry8iowqibhw][bookmark: _y0pybjuexp85][bookmark: _ehr6wx2j6lqo]Not only that, but we are committed to giving information back to participants. Very few studies do this, because it’s hard; it’s expensive; it’s ethically challenging. But it’s the right thing to do. You deserve the data that we capture about you. You deserve information about your own health. 

[bookmark: _8mctk9fxteio][bookmark: _wn5e1qn688vb][bookmark: _g2uav5wjvuaq][bookmark: _oql8d2npyy47][bookmark: _ahmgcegbkp5g][bookmark: _bou57wymyblj][bookmark: _gatn173kcnne][bookmark: _62tq9nalrq8c][bookmark: _6hiflatkc6bb][bookmark: _mx2okhapkypo][bookmark: _lqlsfygnh1am][bookmark: _e8jp6w4st62l][bookmark: _a3g24ixhezx9][bookmark: _e91eo8ypfws2][bookmark: _wraryzobkofr][bookmark: _gekl56fl4cr4][bookmark: _1th1f9mpo6ru][bookmark: _qmztkzdynb0p][bookmark: _nrsvemsjpo4]The other pieces of this are, like, innovation of very new things that haven’t been done at this large before. One of those is whole genome sequencing. There are many studies starting to do whole genome sequencing, but putting in and saying, “Hey, we’re going to do this for a million people”—just the data size of this creates enormous cost and challenges just to store your data in a secure and safe place. The others are kind of like, “Hey, there’s all these mobile phones out there; we’re starting to use them in some scientific studies. There’s all of these apps and things. Is the data coming from your fitness wearable really useful for research?” We’re tackling that problem head on, and the learnings that we have will help many of those who come after us. 

[bookmark: _5a0dw3kcle0q][bookmark: _jmjtlzsi7ofa][bookmark: _o1nyy7ftihp8][bookmark: _finabz8pvnq3][bookmark: _bwah2ojs2gza][bookmark: _sp9757smcgg9][bookmark: _6yumq8pjym0d][bookmark: _3al6l2c1ydm4][bookmark: _hnyopsq57y42][bookmark: _kmbzz83zx17][bookmark: _rt9smgayjmlr][bookmark: _rrth8nbzwxnz][bookmark: _ntnfea5b1bg9][bookmark: _82jokstse1ue]And the last piece of this is our accessibility as a program to researchers. We are making an open resource available to everyone. All kinds of researchers, from citizen scientists to the top academic schools that you see sometimes winning Nobel Prizes—we want everybody. The more sort of brainpower per problem that scientists can bring to this, the better. And opening up that data and really making it easy for lots of people to use, I believe, will help accelerate the science and the breakthroughs that we, as patients, are all desperately waiting for.
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